Bible Study Guide: The Power & Compassion of Christ
Luke 8:22-39

This passage in Luke's orderly account reveals Jesus as the sovereign Lord over
creation and the forces of darkness, displaying His divine authority and profound
compassion. In a fallen world marked by suffering, fear, and spiritual bondage, these
miracles point us to Christ—the true man who shares our frailties yet the eternal Son
who wields Creator power to redeem and deliver.

Hook to Start the Conversation
Begin your group by asking:

"Have you ever felt like God was 'asleep’ during one of your life's storms—whether a
health crisis, family turmoil, overwhelming fear, or deep spiritual oppression? What
questions did that raise in your heart about whether God is truly there and if He cares?"
(This echoes the manuscript's opening question and the disciples' cry in Mark's parallel
account: "Do you not care that we are perishing?" It invites honest sharing and sets up
the text's answer in Christ's power and compassion.)

Brief Outline and Summary of the Main Passage (Luke 8:22-39)

The passage divides into two connected miracles that showcase Jesus' authority and
care:

1. Calming the Storm (vv. 22-25)
Jesus leads His disciples across the Sea of Galilee. As the true man, He sleeps
from exhaustion. A fierce storm threatens to sink the boat. The terrified disciples
wake Him, fearing death. Jesus rebukes the wind and waves—they obey instantly,
bringing calm. He then rebukes the disciples: "Where is your faith?" They marvel,
asking, "Who then is this, that He commands even the winds and the water, and
they obey Him?"

2. Healing the Demon-Possessed Man (vv. 26-39)
Arriving in the region of the Gerasenes (Gentile territory), Jesus meets a man
possessed by many demons ("Legion"). This man lives naked among tombs,
uncontrollable and tormented. The demons recognize Jesus as "Son of the Most
High God," beg not to be sent to the Abyss, and request entry into a herd of pigs—
which rush into the lake and drown. The locals, more concerned about economic
loss than the miracle, beg Jesus to leave. The healed man wants to follow Jesus
but is sent home to proclaim what God (through Jesus) has done for him—he
tells how much Jesus has done.

Theological Summary: These events demonstrate Christ's lordship over nature (as
Creator) and over demonic powers (binding the "strong man" Satan to plunder his



captives, per Mark 3:27 and 1 John 3:8). Demons are real, fallen angels active especially
during Christ's ministry to oppose the Messiah. Christians cannot be possessed, but we
battle spiritual forces through Christ's victory. The ultimate proof of Christ's care is not
removing every trial but bearing the storm of God's wrath against sin on the cross for
our deliverance.

Discussion Questions (Content and Application)

Use these 4 questions to guide discussion, moving from observation to personal
application. Encourage group members to read the text aloud and reference it.

1. Content: What do the two miracles reveal about Jesus' identity and authority?
How does His rebuke of the storm (v. 24) and the demons' fear of Him (vv. 28-
31) show He is more than a teacher or prophet? (Point to His divine power over
creation and evil, affirming the Reformed view of Christ's full deity and
sovereignty.)

2. Content/Application: In the storm, the disciples fear perishing despite Jesus'
promise to reach "the other side" (v. 22). Where do we see our own "feeble faith"
exposed in trials? How does Jesus' question, "Where is your faith?" (v. 25),
challenge us to trust God's sovereign ordination of circumstances for our
growth?

3. Application: The people of the Gerasenes prioritize pigs over the Savior and beg
Him to leave (v. 37). What "pigs" (material concerns, comfort, fear of change)
might cause us to resist Christ's disruptive work in our lives or communities?
How can we value souls over possessions?

4. Application/Christ-Centered: The healed man is sent home to declare "how
much God has done for you" (v. 39), which he does by proclaiming Jesus. How
does this picture our own deliverance from sin's bondage? In what ways has
Christ "plundered" Satan's hold on you? Who in your life needs to hear your
testimony of what Jesus has done?

Hints for Leaders
For Adult Neighborhood Group Leaders (Reformed/Baptist small groups):

o Keep the focus Christ-centered—always tie observations back to who Jesus is
and what He accomplished on the cross. Use the discussion to apply sola fide
(faith alone) in trials and evangelism.

« Allow time for prayer at the end: pray for faith in storms and boldness in
testimony.

o If questions arise about demons today, gently affirm biblical reality without
sensationalism—point to Ephesians 6:10-18 (armor of God) and James 4:7



(resist the devil through submission to God). No need for modern exorcisms;
Christ's authority is exercised through the gospel and prayer.
o Encourage personal stories of God's providence in hard times to build up faith.

For Middle and High School Sunday School Teachers:

« Make it relatable: Compare the storm to teen stresses (anxiety, peer pressure,
family issues) and demon possession to spiritual bondage (addiction, despair,
lies from culture/Satan). Emphasize Jesus cares deeply—He crossed the lake for
one tormented man!

o Use visuals or object lessons: Show a picture of a stormy sea or pigs running to
illustrate power over chaos. Ask: "What 'Legion’ of fears or sins tries to control
you? How does Jesus set you free?"

o Keep it age-appropriate: Focus on Christ's compassion and our response in
faith/witness rather than graphic demon details. End with gospel invitation:
Jesus calms our greatest storm—God's wrath—by dying in our place. Challenge
them to share with one friend "what Jesus has done for me."

o Manage energy: Use breakout pairs for questions 3-4 to help quieter students
share.



